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Friday 13th July 2018Message from Mr S. Smith, Senior Vice Principal

God our Father, with the gifts you have given 
to us we have responsibilities and duties. Lead 
us to do our best and act responsibly. Give us 

courage when we face difficulties. Inspire us to 
make our choices wisely, always remembering 
that there are consequences to what we choose 

to do. Amen.

Dear Parent/Carer

‘As teachers grapple with the  
challenge of a new, bigger 
and more challenging school 
curriculum, at every key stage 
and phase, success can feel 
beyond our reach. But what 
if there were 50,000 small 
solutions to help us bridge 
that gap. This must read book  
explores the increased demands 
of an academic curriculum and 
how closing the vocabulary gap 
between our ‘word rich’ and 
‘word poor’ could prove the vital  
difference between failure and 
success.’

So reads the blurb of perhaps 
the most influential new book in 
education ‘Closing the Vocabulary 
Gap’ by Alex Quigley. Vocabulary 
building is very much the hot 
button issue in education today 
because outside school hours, 
many teenage children don’t  
really read anymore because of 
so many competing distractions. 
In addition, to boosting voluntary 
reading for pleasure , schools 
need to teach pupils active 
reading strategies that allow 
pupils to derive the greatest 
possible vocabulary gains from 
the kind of non-fiction texts 
they are actually encountering 
in class but also at home and 
often online.

A Few Words about Words

Here at Challoner, we’re 
slightly ahead of the game. 
Over the last year here at 
Challoner we’ve been running a  
research project with IEE called 
Vocabulary Banking. It’s about 
creating a culture where words 
become a currency for success.

It’s a very simple idea. Pupils are 
provided with A5 booklets called 
Word Banks and trained by  
English teachers to bank words 
which   have  the    most ‘trans-
ferable potential’ from the texts 
they encounter in the English and  
humanities curriculum. These 
are ‘good’ words that pu-
pils will get an opportunity to 
use again soon in other con-
texts and subjects. The cover 
of the Word Banks emphasis-
es ‘The Goldilocks Formula’ – 
the decision-making process 
pupils needed to engage in 
order when selecting words.

1.  Too easy – (known it since     
primary school)

3.  Too difficult – (I couldn’t transfer 
that word for use in another 
context)

2.  Just right – (probably a word 
you already know. You could 
confidently use it in another 
context soon, but perhaps not 
every student in this class could)

We’re delighted by the findings 
of the project which were 
published last week.   They 
suggest very significant gains in 
reading comprehension for all 
pupils but for boys, in particular.

The full published report is 
available to read online  

h t t p s : / / r e s e a r c h s c h o o l .
o r g . u k / a c t i v e - b a n k i n g /

From September Vocabulary 
Banking will be our whole 
school literacy strategy as we 
strive to create a culture where 
words become a true currency 
for success!

Regards - Sean Smith

https://researchschool.org.uk/active-banking/
https://researchschool.org.uk/active-banking/
https://researchschool.org.uk/active-banking/
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Chess at Challoner 

1    Have a go at the Chess At Challoner puz-
zles; one each week and available in the 
Library. Keep an eye on the plasma screen 
for more details

2  Come along to the Library at lunch time, 
any day, borrow one of the chess sets 
available and play informally against your 
friends, or maybe one of the teachers

3  Come along to Chess Club, a regular meet-
ing of chess enthusiasts that will take place 
in the Library during lunch time, on a day 
still to be arranged. Keep an eye on the 
plasma screen for more announcements

4  Read the Chess At Challoner column in future 
issues of BC14, the school newsletter. Maybe 
you would like to contribute? Speak with Ms 
Fanning or Mr Fell if you have any ideas!

Calling all Chess Players

5  Follow the Chess At Challoner 
Twitter account  @BCChess for 
chess related news, puzzles 
and other things to do and read

6  Compete in a locally held chess 
tournament against a number 
of other Catholic Schools in the 
Birmingham area

Teaching School News
Email us for further information: 

mailto:teachingschool@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk
Details online at:     http://www.bctsa.org

Tel: 0121 441 6175

mailto:teachingschool@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk
http://www.bctsa.org/Apply


BC14 Friday 13th July 2018

Chess at Challoner 

Try some of these 
puzzles..... 

(answers at the end of 
this newsletter)

1 2 3

4
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Chess at Challoner

5

6 7 8

9 10
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Chess at Challoner 

Now try some of 
these puzzles..... 

11 12 13

14
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15 16

17 18

19 20
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Another fantastic Sports Day at Tudor Grange Leisure centre this year. 
Multiple records broken and a fantastic response from all of our 550 
KS3 students who took part in numerous events representing the school 
with pride and passion.  Students took part in events such as the 100 
meters right through to the Tug of War. This year saw a 9 SCO triumph 
with some outstanding performances from their students. Sports Day 
is the highlight of the PE Departments year, where students get their 
opportunity to showcase their talents with their peers observing. This 
year was no different and all students who took part should be very 
proud of themselves, Special mention for Rosina Orton who broke two 
Bishop Challoner Sports Day records.

sPorts UPdates
Year 6 Induction  

We have 199 year 6s joining us in 
September! As part of this transition, we run 
two induction days where pupils have the  
opportunity to settle in before September 
and experience ‘life’ in our Bishop  
Challoner community. In PE, we ran  
taster sessions to give pupils an idea of what 
type of activities we cover in lessons and 
 also discussed all the fantastic opportunities 
we have available in our broad and inclusive 
extra-curricular programme. Pupils really 

came out of their shell in Physical Education and we 
are looking forward to officially welcoming them in 
September. When pupils arrive in September, they 
will have the opportunity to experience a broad 
and balanced curriculum mixed with traditional 
and non-traditional activities. 

This includes: Basketball, Football, Handball, 
Tennis, Cricket, Baseball, Rounders, Gymnastics, 
Dance, Rugby, Badminton, Table Tennis, Tchoukball, 
Fitness, Swimming and lots more!

Sports day 26 June

Basketball (outside courts)

Year 7-9 boys played two very 
closely contested games on the 
new surface at St Georges School. 
The boys, as usual, represented 
their school brilliantly and per-
formed excellently in both games. 
Year 9 boys won their game con-
vincingly and our year 7 and 8 
team lost a close game. Stand out 
player this week was Ethan D. Well 
done boys. The team consisted of 
Simon A, Ethan J, Jason K, Emma-
nuel N, Sean T, Anthony M, John 
Osei, Gabriel H and Nathaniel M.
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sPorts UPdates

Wimbledon
Wimbledon (Monday 2nd July) – “It was great to have the opportunity to take 32 of our very own 
Bishop Challoner Ball Crew to the opening day of Wimbledon on Monday 2nd July 2018. The Ball 
Crew students clearly enjoyed the day and couldn’t help but compare themselves to the Ball Crew 

RNLI Swim Safe

A group of Year 7s and 8s went 
to Swan Lake to take part in the 
RNLI Swim Safe programme. 

The programme aims to develop  
pupils’ skills and confidence 
in open water scenarios. On a  
glorious sunny day the students 
donned their wetsuits and got 
in the water practising survival  
techniques and a few races. 

A great day was had by all. 

at Wimbledon. It was great 
to see Serena Williams 
on Court 1 as well as 
witnessing first-hand the 
huge serve from Milos 
Raonic! A great day spent 
with some very deserving 
Ball Crew students; their 
efforts a few weeks ago 
at the Edgbaston Classic 
clearly paying off here! 
Well done all.”
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sPorts UPdates

Year 7 and 8 boys won both their fixtures convincingly against Archbishop 
Ilsley and King Edwards Sheldon Heath before the May half term. This se-
cured the boys first position in their local leagues. Stand out performances 
from Joshua Healy. The year 9 and 10 Tennis team are having a mixed-sea-
son; beating Priory and Woodrush but losing to Camp Hill and Plantsbrook. 
The team is yet to play Sandwell and Archbishop Ilsley. 

Tennis

The key stage 3 Tennis team also performed well at the tournament at Camp Hill. The group, made 
up of Ronan P, Joshua H and Finleigh, competed against the likes of Queensbridge, University of 
Birmingham School, Wheelers Lane and Camp Hill. The team did well, winning matches against 
Wheelers Lane and Queensbridge but coming up short against Wheelers Lane and Camp Hill. 

The Open Learning Centre

We are looking forward to celebrating the good 
work of the Library Monitors with a Party next 
week. Most are year 7 students and we hope they 
will continue to help next year, supporting the 
OLC and welcoming new year 7 Library Monitors.

The OLC has been used widely by various school   
teams. Next week, it will host an exhibi-
tion, and Student Voice, where the stu-
dents can ask questions of Mr McEvoy. 

After the final game has been played, the 
football table will be packed away for another 
year with £16 raised for St Basils. In addition 
students have been enjoying some board 
games including Boggle, Triominos and Taboo. 

Although the summer holidays always seem to go 
so quickly, there will be plenty of opportunities for 
reading a book or two. Students can borrow books 
from the school library, and/or they can join a lo-
cal library and borrow a book, an ebook or an au-
diobook. Its free, can be done anytime, anywhere 
(almost) and it is good for health and wellbeing. 



BC14 Friday 13th July 2018



BC14 Friday 13th July 2018

WE’VE JOINED EASYFUNDRAISING

Our extra curricular and  
enrichment programme enrich-
es the lives of young  people in 
our school and gives them the 
opportunities to fulfil their full  
potential. Our programme 
runs 40 clubs per week ranging 
from book club to gymnastics. 

Join easyfundraising and you  
can collect free donations for us 
every time you buy something 
online. 

So far you’ve shopped online 
and we have received £492.  

So what are you waiting for?  

1. Join  2. Shop.  3. Collect

Billboard Advertising
No need to pay the High Street prices for billboard advertising.  

You could advertise to 2000 people a day at Bishop Challoner   
for a fraction of the price.

We are delighted to offer advertising space in our  
community areas,  including our sports hall,  

function room and gym. 

This opportunity is available for £40 per month.  
Please contact James on 

Telephone: 0121 441 6103 or email: 
sportscentre@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk

The easy way to 
raise funds for 
your school and 
it doesn’t cost 
you a penny!!

£492

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bishopchallonercatholiccollege/
mailto:sportscentre%40bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk?subject=Billboard%20Advertising
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CALENDAR DATES
Friday 20 July Early finish - school will close at 12.40pm

Wednesday 5 September School repopens at 8.40am for Years 7, 11 and 13

Thursday 6 September School reopens for all students at 8.40am

@BishopChalloner
@BCChess

@bc_friends

@BCPEDepartment

@CentralMidSLP

@BCSocSciDept

@history_GCSEBC

@BCCSix

@teaching_school

@BCCCDesign

@CentralMathsHub

@BC_Chaplaincy

@BCSGO

@BCPAPA4

@BC_EnglishDept

@BCGeogDept
@BCCBio

@BCSciDept

@BCPAmusic

@BCMathsDept

LOVE TWITTER? SO DO WE, FOLLOW US 
AND SEE WHAT’S HAPPENING IN BC.

NEED TO HIRE A VENUE?
Telephone: 

0121 441 6103
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Chess at Challoner

answers

1.  BXd6#    Bishop takes the pawn on d6 and delivers check mate
2.  Na2#    Knight moves to the a2 square and delivers check mate
3. Ne7#   Knight moves to the e7 square and delivers check mate
4. QXh5#    Queen takes the pawn on h5 and delivers check mate
5. NXg6+    Knight takes the pawn on g6 and delivers check
6. QXe8+    Queen takes the rook on e8 and delivers check
7. BXd6+    Bishop takes the knight on d6 and delivers check
9. Be4    Bishop moves to the e4 square attacking three of black’s major pieces

9. Qh5+   Queen moves to h5 and delivers check
9.  QXc5    Queen takes the bishop on c5

10.  Qd4   Queen moves to d4 and threatens black with check mate next move
10.  QXc4    Queen takes the bishop on c4 since black has been unable move it to safety

Answers to puzzles 11-20 - will be issued in the next newsletter.

Can you help us 
find the missing 
piece?  Click on 
the jigsaw to find 
out if you can!

https://www.bishopchalloner.org.uk/files/documents/Parent_Letter_Match_Funding_May_2018.pdf

