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Message from Dr Coughlan, Assistant Principal

Lord, may peace with justice come to our world, 
but let peace and justice start with the way each 

of us lives this day.  Amen

We have seen a strong sense of the importance of community and reaching 
out in solidarity with others pervading our school in the past few weeks. 
Pope Francis has spoken extensively about the importance of community 
and, in particular, reminds us that, “Every individual has value, and we are 
called to help those we encounter throughout our lives. When individuals 
support one another, we can collectively inspire a hopeful future.”

This past fortnight has provided a brilliant window on our own school 
community with compelling evidence that a key aspect of our mission 
statement, namely, “service to others”, is lived out on a daily basis at Bishop 
Challoner.
Our form groups have been raising significant funds for our school charity 
through a series of events including: dodgeball tournaments, cake sales, 
penalty shootout competitions, ice cream stalls, a Year 9 summer fair, the 
Year 7 race for life and soak the student! In addition, one of our Year 8 
pupils Dani organised an assembly which focussed on the powerful impact 
music can have on mental health and featured a performance by our steel 
pan group.

In terms of wider community work, primary science week has taken place 
with 11 of our feeder schools, we hosted a Year 5 STEM fair, our artists have 
had their work exhibited at the School of Art in central Birmingham, our 
Science Learning Partnership organised a primary conference at Birmingham 
City University and, of course, our magnificent Ball Crew represented the 
school superbly at the Nature Valley Classic tennis tournament.

Transition has also been a key theme of the past few weeks. Our Year 11 
and 13 pupils have now completed their public examinations and we look 
forward to celebrating the outcomes of their hard work in the summer. We 
wish our Year 13 well as they move on to the next stage in their lives and 
we look forward to welcoming many of our Year 11 back into our own 6th 
form next year.

As we approach the final few weeks of term we give thanks for the service 
given to our school community from members of our teaching and support 
staff that are either moving on to pastures new or are looking forward to a 
well-deserved retirement at the end of this academic year. We wish them all 
well in the years to come.

The past few weeks have underlined how much our school remains a 
thriving, dynamic, vibrant, inclusive and supportive community. We remain 
immensely proud of all of our young people and those who work tirelessly 
in their vocations to support their development.

Day trip to Boulogne
As expected, the day trip to Boulogne 
was once again a great success. 
Having not ran for over 5 years, on 
Friday 14th June the MFL department 
took 44 year 7 students to the North 
of France on the coach for a 24-hour 
trip. Despite the torrential weather we 
experienced on British soil all week, 
we were surprisingly welcome by a 
clear blue sky, which followed the 
party all day.

We started our day in the city of Calais, 
where our students (and teachers) 
enjoyed a well-deserved French 
breakfast, after 7 hours on the coach. 
Students were shown how to dip their 
croissant in their hot chocolates - this 
is the done thing in France – they 
were also all encouraged to thank 
the owners of the café in French 
before leaving. The owners were very 
impressed. 

Later on, we went to the beach in 
Calais, and Mr Ravenscroft organised 
a pétanque tournament. This was a 
real success for all the members of 
the party, who were playing bare feet 
on the sunny sandy beach. 
After a very filling lunch and some 
shopping in a French hypermarket 
in Boulogne, we ended our trip with 
a visit to a local chocolate factory. 
Students learned about how chocolate 
is made (in French) and decorated 
their own chocolate bar to take home 
as a present for a loved one. 
We finally returned home after a very 
happy (slightly tiring) trip, full of sun 
and great souvenirs. 

Year 7 Race for Life
On Wednesday 26th June, half 
of the Year 7 cohort successfully 
completed the Race for Life in Kings 
Heath Park which was in aid of cancer 
research.  Via the justgiving page, 
so far Bishop Challoner Catholic 
College have raised over £370.00, 
as well as £110 in cash.  Well done 
to all pupils who took part.  The 
next Race for Life event for the Year 
7’s will take place on Tuesday 2nd 
July (weather permitting).



Whilst they may seem like 
people you have never heard 
of, influencers, YouTubers 
and Instagram’ers are a huge 
part of young people’s online 
interactions and activities. 
Ofcom published in 2017 
statistics which outlined 
that close to half of 3-4s 
(45%) use YouTube, with the 

statistic rising to 89% for 12-15-year olds (Ofcom).  
The online safety issue arises not only from the type 
of content students could be viewing but, also the 
marketing they are being targeted with, which they are 
unaware of or even know is happening. Brand deals 
and sponsorships are how a lot of these influencers 
make money, and they promote these brands to 
their audience. The relationship between viewer and 
influencer is more invested on platforms such as 
YouTube and the concern is that a young audience 
could be influenced by marketing strategies and be 
unaware as to it happening.

We advise that you speak to your child about the 
marketing potential of these platforms and reinforce 
that even though these individuals might present 
themselves as friends, they are making a living from 
the process and as the audience, they are the one who 
they are making money directly or indirectly from.

Online 
Safety 

Blast 012

Sports Updates
Netball 
The Year 7 and 8 girls played in the school games 
competition on Monday 24th June. The team of 8 girls 
played three games against local school King Edwards 
Camp Hill, Queensbridge and Moseley School. The girls 
played outstandingly and worked well as a team which 
was proven when they won all three games. Well done 
to the girls involved they now progress onto the school 
games finals on Thursday 11th June! A special mention 
to Summer, Megan and Josie who received school game 
badges from the opposition teams for showing passion, 
team work and determination! Well done girls! 

Ball crew 
All 70 students who represented the school as Ball Boys & 
Girls for the ‘WTA Nature Valley Classic’ at the Edgbaston 
Priory Club from Saturday 15th June - Sunday 23rd June 
2019 were a credit to the school and to themselves. 
Students had to Ball 
Crew for some of the 
worlds best female 
Tennis players; which 
included the likes of 
world number one - 
Ashleigh Barty, world 
number two - Naomi 
Osaka, world number 
three - Karolina 
Pliskova and Britain’s 
Johanna Konta and Heather Watson - and it didn’t phase 
them. This year the students’ were very lucky as they 
had the opportunity to Ball Crew for 7 time Grandslam 
winner Venus Williams! 

All 70 students were excellent across all 9 days and 
members of the public (inclusive of former Teachers/
Headteachers), volunteers and tournament officials were 
quick to suggest that this was the best Ball Crew they 

had ever seen, which was testament to the students’ 
impeccable behaviour, performance and professionalism. 
I would personally like to thank all students who took 
part; I was proud to see them perform as the Ball Crew 
for the tournament and was even more proud to receive 
such excellent feedback. A fantastic opportunity and 
experience and one that the students will forget.

Tennis fixture 
Year 7 – 9 girls participated in a tennis fixture last week 
against King Edward Sheldon Heath. The girls participated 
in doubles and single matches. A huge well done to the 
girls as they won 2 games out the 4 for their double 
games. 

Sports Day
On Monday 1st July 2019 we have our annual sports day 
at Tudor Grange School. All students in Year 7, 8 and 
9 are expected to attend and participate in sports day. 
Students need to come to school in their full PE kit and 
bring with them water, a packed lunch, sun cream and 
any medication they should need for the day. 

PE kit for September 
From September, it is compulsory for all Year 7 - 11 to 
have the new navy PE kit this includes navy PE top, shorts, 
leggings or track suit bottoms and plain white socks. If 
students wish they can also purchase the navy half zip. If 
there are any issues regarding this please do not hesitate 
to contact the PE department. 

 

Appointments/First Aid
Please ensure medical appointments are made outside 
of school hours where possible.  If a student must leave 
school during the day, a copy of the appointment letter/
card must be provided.

Please also be reminded that students should not be 
contacting home during the school day.  The decision 
for a student to be sent home lies with the school.



As our in-school Health & Wellbeing activities continue, we look 
to the summer holidays in contemplation of how all members of 
our community can keep well during this unstructured time. Last 
year UKactive, a not-for-profit organisation, researched the physical 
impact of summer holidays on school aged children. They found 
that on average young people are significantly less fit by the end of 
the summer holidays, losing as much as 80% of their fitness levelled 
gained during term time. Physical fitness is also linked to mental 
wellbeing for a large portion of children and adults, therefore it 

must be noted that this deterioration in physical health may be linked to poor sleep, anxiety or other mental health 
related issues. 

In order to be the family that defies the statistics, we have a few helpful tips:
1. Set yourself/family a goal for the number of steps you take a day. Pedometers can be bought for just £3 on 

Amazon or most mobile phones have apps you can download. A challenging but attainable goal would be 10,000 
steps a day. 

2. Continue to use an alarm to avoid sleeping all day. Sleeping for large portions of the day changes one’s body clock 
making it difficult to sleep at normal times in the future and sometimes overeating too. 

3. Have a limit on electronics. Excessive use of electronics is linked to obesity rates increasing across the UK. Turning 
off the social media sites can also help us build more personal relationships thus promoting good mental health.  

4. Spend time with friends and family. Utilise your time, maybe visiting many free parks or museums. Tips for what 
you can do for little or no money in Birmingham will be found in the next BC14/Summer Newsletter. 

5. Don’t stop learning! Reading and writing abilities drop in many students who fail to do either for an entire six 
weeks. All their hard work during term time should be maintained with regular reading of whatever they are 
interested in. Opportunities for writing could include writing post-cards, letters, lists or a summer journal – 
anything to keep those skills going. 

Personal Tutor 
Personal Tutor time aims to ensure 
that students engage with Character 
Education, politics/current affairs and 
Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural 
education every week. Using a variety 
of resources including videos, quizzes, 
news reports etc., students have engaged 
with the following topics since Easter:
1. Team work and bonding games 
2. How much do things really cost? 

Money Matters Day
3. Is social media a ‘good’ thing? 
4. Allergy awareness 
5. Hearing loss awareness week 
6. International Women’s Day
7. Remembering Stephen Lawrence 

The International Women’s Day power point was created by our year 8 
Cultural Literacy group, they researched a number of influential women from 
Birmingham and asked all tutor groups to vote on the most influential figure. 

Character Week 
During the week beginning the 8th of July, all students in years 7-10 
will engage in Character Week. The purpose of this week is to engage 
in non-academic development including a trip to Drayton Manor, Parent 
Consultation Day and three days of collapsed timetable workshops. 
Students will hear from some incredible guest speakers who will be 
talking about a range of things such as knife crime, mental health, healthy 
relationships and career opportunities. The workshops are designed for 
all staff to deliver in an engaging way; many are outside of the classroom 
in larger spaces and involve little writing so students get to explore PSHE 
topics in a variety of ways. 

Feedback from the past two years has been overwhelmingly positive. Areas 
for development noted on staff and student surveys have been taken into 
consideration. Each year we aim to develop this program and personalise 
it to the year group, our School Council have helped inform this process 
by giving their views on the development of the week as the timetable has 
been created. 
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FRIENDS OF BISHOP CHALLONER

For more info call Laura on 0121 441 6103

Facilities Hire for Parties and Events

Advertising with Bishop Challoner
No need to pay the High Street prices for billboard 
advertising. You could advertise to 2000 people a day 
through Bishop Challoner for a fraction of the price. 

We are delighted to offer advertising space in our 
community areas, including our sports hall, function 
room and gym. 

This opportunity is available for £30 per month. Please 
contact G.Noone on 0121 4444161 or email: g.noone@
bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk

Follow us at:

Twitter- @bc_friends

FB- Friends of Bishop Challoner

Match and School Fund
Please visit the school website for more information on 
School Fund  contributions  and  Match  Fund  through  
your  employer.    Thank you to everyone that has 
already contributed.

 
 
 
 
Dear Sponsor, 

Newsletter Sponsorship 
  
If you kindly sponsor us, we will make sure that we 
advertise your business in our SUMMER newsletter for 
a bargain price of £50.  
 
Use promo code (BC14) and we will put your advert for 
FREE in our fortnightly newsletter BC14 as a thank you 
for supporting our school. 
 
We only require your advert to be sent by email to us 
and we will do the rest.  
 
We gladly accept BACS payment or Cheque 
depending on which is convenient for you and we will 
issue a receipt along with your copy of our Newsletter.    
 

Our SUMMER Newsletter deadline is 
Friday 12th July 2019 

 
Please email or call Gerald Noone:- 

 
g.noone@bishopchalloner.bham.sch.uk 

 
Tel:- 0121 4444161. 

 

Bishop Challoner Catholic College 
Institute Road, Kings Heath, 

Birmingham B14 7EG  
Tel: 0121 444 4161 

Don’t take word for it – check out the website stats 
and see the exposure your advert will receive. 
(figures quoted 1st Feb – 10th March 2019.)   
 
 46,167 page views to our website in one month!  
 2,330 actual views on newsletters! 
 11,500 tweet impressions 

Get your 
business 
noticed. 

Place YOUR 
AD here 

We have 12 twitter feeds with 4,793 
followers who will see your advert too.  

Bishop Challoner 
Catholic College 

Sixth Form
Mental Health and Well-being 
support
All Sixth Formers know that they are always welcome 
speak to any member of the sixth form team if they 
have worries, however big or small.

In addition, from next week, we will be starting twice-
weekly drop in sessions, where students will have a 
quiet space to chat to a Mental Health Champion.
Please Drop In!

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8-8.40am and during KS5 
lunch. In the office at the rear of the Common Room

Work Experience and Work Related 
Activities
Almost every Sixth Former has work experience 
organised for July. If your son or daughter is still looking, 
please keep supporting them in this.  

Any student who is not on a placement during either of 
the weeks will be carrying out a variety of work related 
activities in college. Attendance on those days is 8.40 
-12.10.  Students will not go off site in this time, so must 
bring all they need with them for the entire morning.

Sports Day
Y11 6th Form Taster Day

St Chad’s Sanctuary 
Monday 1st July

Year 12 Work Experience
Monday 1st July-
Friday 12th July

Maths Paris Trip
Tuesday 2nd July-

Friday 5th July

Year 6 Induction Days
Wednesday 3rd July-

Thursday 4th July

School closed for Year 8 
Only

Late start Year 7 and 9, 
9.40am

Wednesday 3rd July
Year 13 Prom

Thursday 4th July

School Closed-Inset Day
Friday 5th July

KS3/4 Character Week
Year 10 & 11 Cern Trip

Monday 8th July-
Wednesday 10th July

Drayton Manor
Thursday 11th July

Year 7, 9 & 10 
Parent Consultation Day

Friday 12th July

Upcoming Events

Year 7- 96%
Year 8- 96%
Year 9- 94%
Year 10- 95%
Whole School-95%

Attendance
Maths Problem- Diagonals For the solution 

to the last 
problem, follow 

us 
@BCMathsDept

A square has 2 diagonals, a regular pentagon has 5 and 
a regular hexagon has 9.

How many diagonals does a regular icosagon (20 sides) 
have?


